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friars and the Jesuits vied in the violence of their
sermons. Terror and pity were alike employed to
excite the mob. A hundred pulpits re-echoed with
the legend of the virtues and sufferings of the sainted
Queen of Scots, whose charms and innocence were
in the eyes of her votaries beyond the reach of
calumny and years. Great pictures were exposed in
the cemeteries and public places, exhibiting the tor-
tures inflicted on Catholic martyrs by the English
Jezebel, the close ally of the Most Christian King,
under whose heretic heir the faithful in France must
expect the like treatment. Nay, they need not hope
for so long a respite; ten thousand armed Hugue-
nots, it was confidently reported, were already lurk-
ing in the Faubourg St. Germain, awaiting a signal
to massacre the Christian people of Paris. To guard
against such dangers, the council of the League were
diligent in buying arms and in drilling the stoutest
of their adherents.

Encouraged by the approbation of the Pope, the
confederates published their manifesto (March 30,
1585). They declared that they were prepared to
draw the sword to restore the dignity and unity of
the Church, to secure to the nobility their ancient
privileges, to relieve the people from all new taxes
imposed since the reign of Charles IX., to drive
unworthy favourites and advisers from Court, to
prevent future troubles by settling the succession,
and to provide for regular meetings of the States-
General. Until they should have attained these
objects, they, princes of the blood, cardinals, and
other princes, peers, prelates, officers of the Crown,